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'American’s Help Called Key
To leyans Move Into Ch

The followmg article is based on repqrtmg by Philip Taubman, J °ﬂ
and Edward T, Pound, andwaswnttenbyMr Taubman. .

"9- : Spodmommvurm-an

_byAmericansinLibya.” - - - -
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WASleGTON Oct. 31 — "Libya
would have had ditficulty sustaining its
intervention in Chad last year without
the support of a former American intel-
ligence agent, according. tor pilots and
techrﬁman.swho recenuy returned from
Libya. e &Wzﬁ— -

_They said that theWestern persmne}
and materiel that the intelligence agent, .
Edwin P. Wilsan; ‘supplied were indis.

R T

pensabletothoubyanmlntary i

These sources: conﬁrmed accounts
published last week that Americans are

flying and’ maintaining ' Libyan Air:]

Force aircraft, including helicopters.
,bearing Libyan Air Force insignia, that:
were used by the beyans in the inter--
ventionin Chad. -

“If the Americans left, wlthin six
months not ¢ne Chinook helioonter

would be flyi
“well, a former Afmy pilot who returned, .

Oct. 8 from Libya, where he worked for|
"Mr. Wilson. Mr.;: Bedwell would not
elaborateon his experiences in Libya,
“but other Americans and B agreed
« with his judgment and provided consi
_erable detail- about Mri Wilson’s rnl’
“and that of the Western afrmen. ™" 7 47
The Libyan Air Forcehasa neet of 20
CH-47 Chinook helicopters, an adyanced|
cargo-aircraft'designed’in the United
States and manufactured inItaly. -
Last week, a State:. Department
spokesman said that there were no indi-
cations that:Americans were involved
with the Libyan Air Force. He added,
without elaboration, that the depart-
ment had received unconfirmed reports
that Americars, working for a civilian

Flew Cargo Planes lnto Chm

John Anthony Stubbs, a Britis]
who worked for Mr, Wilson in
earlier this year, said in an int¢
this week that he had piloted C-13
cules airplanes on dozens of miss
advance bases in Southern Lil
resupply Libyan troops and aircr
erating in Chad.

Senior American intenxgence
said that Libya, which has pur

large arsenal of weapons and milits..,

equipment from the Soviet Union and
Western nations, has a severe shortage
of trained personnel. Without Soviet ad-
visers and forces, ‘supplemented by
| pilots and technicians recruited in the
West, they said, Libya’s military forca
would be immobilized.

» said Michael D, Bad- |

charter airline in_Libya,” might bave

‘taken part in airlitts to mupply beya.n ‘

troops inChad.
- The spokesman, Alan Romberg, then

added, *We believe it i3 totally inappro-

priate for any U.S. citizen to take any
action which helps Qaddafi carry out
such illegal activities as the occupation
of Chad.”” He was referring to’ Col.

Muammar el-Qaddafl, the leader of t.hef destroythe C.LA.,” he said.

militant Arab nation in North Africa.

Government spokesmen would not ex- |

pand on Mr. Romberg’s statement this
week, even after they were provided
with new evidence of military activiﬁu
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Mr. Wilson, by providing outside: help,

has emerged as a pivotal figure in :

‘Libya, as an ex officio chief of procure-
ment and recruitment for that nation’s
air force, according to the pilots and
technicians. That, in effect, places Mr.
-Wilson, who was trained and émployed
by the Central Intelligence Agency for
15 years, near the nerve center of a Gov-
ernment considered a pariah state by
.theUnited States. -

Mr. Wilson left American Govum- .

ment employ in 1976. He was indicted

i last gear by a Federal grand jury here

ges of illegally shipping explo«
siv&c to Libya. He was reindicted this
month and is a fugiti7e living in Tripoli
the Libyan capital.

He has repeatedly refused to accept
telephone calls to his office and home in
Tripoli. - . .

' ‘Hitchman’ Repﬂa Proranely

Yesterday, however, a man answered
his phone and identified himself as Rob-
ert Hitchman. Mr. Hitchman is Mr. Wil-
son's deputy. He threatened the reporter
who called him and issued a stream of
invectives and profanities.

He accused The New York Times of
“**printing lies” and called the reporters
working on the story “whores.” .

*“You Jewish [expletive] are trying to

Mr. Wilson’s work for Libya, which
began in 1976 when he and another for-

mer agency employee, Frank E. Terpil, ]

signed a contract, torsell their expertise

—*clean room,”.a sterile, soundproof
chamber that has a variety of uses, in-
cluding assembly of both conventional
and nuclear weapons. Libya does not
currently possess nuclear weapons or
the ability to make them, according to
American intelligence officials, but
may be using the room for computers or.
theassembly of conventional warheads.

9Employment . of British. pilots and
mechanics to {ly and maintain Libyan-
owned C-130 Hercules cargo planes.
These planes served as the backbone for
.resupply of troops and materiel in
Libya’s military intervention in Chad,
which began latelast year.

9Recruitment of American oil techni-
cians and procurement of cilfield equip-
ment, important to the development of
Libyan oil resources, the main source of
revenue for the-Libyan Government.
Mr. Wilson's work, which was done di-
rectly for the Libyan state oil company,
supplemented . similar activities of
American oil companies that operate
Libyanoil fields.

Recruiting May Not Violate Law
The recruitment of American pilots.
- and technicians would not appear to vio-
" late Federal laws, according to Justice
" Department officials. They said that it
was illegal for Americans to enlist in the
military forces of a foreign government,
but that Mr. Wilsan’s operation would
not be covered by the laws because the
Americans working in Libya were re-
cruited and paid by a Swiss company
" controlled by Mr. Wilson. ..

The American authorities said that
some other facets of Mr. Wilson’s work
for Libya, including the efforts to obtain
spare parts, would be illegal because of
a Government ban on the export of
American aircraft and spare parts to’
beg'atmketﬁentﬂassoaatba of Mr. Wilson
said that the effort to obtain spare parts
involved plans:to disguise their final
destination by making the purchase ap-
pear to-be for nations pumlttad.w;o-c

qulra parts. EHESL L3 ;:; %‘




